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This information covers the basic requirements for the construction or replacement or a 
residential patio cover for single-family residence.  A building permit is required for any 
attached addition to the residence including the construction of an attached patio cover or 
for the repair and replacement or an existing patio cover.  Any electrical that is added to 
an existing patio cover also requires a permit.  This should not be considered as a 
complete list of code requirements.  Inspections must be passed before the work is 
considered completed by the City of Scottsdale. 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 

 A patio cover is a one-story structure, not exceeding 12 feet in height, attached to the 
existing residence and is entirely open on two or more sides.  Patio covers shall be used 
only for recreational and outdoor living purposes. 
 

B.  LOCATION 
The location of the patio cover must meet the setback requirements for your property 
zoning.  A copy of the City of Scottsdale standard zoning requirements is included.  If your 
property is located in a planned community development with amended standards or if you 
do not know your zoning please contact the Planning and Development Services 
Department at 480-312-7083.  NOTE:  setbacks are measured from property lines. 

 
 

C. PERMIT AND PLAN REQUIRMENTS 
 

• Plot plan-provide a plot plan (see attached example) showing the streets, property 
lines, lot dimensions, location of the existing house on the lot and the location of the 
new patio cover.  Provide the setback dimensions from property lines and any 
existing structures that may be adjacent to the building area. You may check with 
the City Records Department (480-312-2356) to see if there is an existing site plan 
on file for your property.  If one is not available, you can get a copy of your 
subdivision lot showing the lot dimensions and any easements that may be on your 
property. 

• Building plans-the attached building plans are for your use.  You cannot exceed the 
building dimensions that are shown.  Provide the actual dimensions and height of 
the building that you intend to build and label the use. 
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D.  INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
You will be provided an inspection card that will list and detail the required inspections.  
The following list is for your information and may vary depending on what you will be 
including in your building. 

• A miscellaneous footing inspection.  
• A rough framing inspection   NOTE:  if you are providing electrical you 

will also need a rough electrical inspection. 
• Wall board/drywall inspection (if being installed) 
• A final inspection for framing and electrical (if applicable) 

 
 
Phone Numbers: 
Inspection Services            480-312-5750 
Development Services- 
Planning and Zoning Division 480-312-7083 
Automated Inspection 
Request Line             480-312-5796 
 
ABBREVIATIONS:   
W/N=WITHIN 
O.C=ONCENTER 
 PRESS.=PRESSURE TREATED 
P.U.E.=PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT             


















